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Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib Sirhind 


The work of writing the historic past of Gurdwara 
Fatehgarh Sahib, Sirhind, the place of supreme 
sacrifice, fulfils my long cherished desire of 
recapitulating the unique martyrdom of the two beloved 
sons of Guru Gobind Singh Baba Zorawar Singh and 
Baba Fateh Singh on the altar of the faith to defend 

the claims of conscience for which Panth Khalsa and’ 
posterity will ever remain proud of. The illustrated 
booklet is in the series of many that S.G.P.C. instends 
to print and publish for the benefit of the pilgrims and 
sangats. I am confident it will be liked most and the 
message contained in it will be inscribed in the tender 
hearts of new generation. : 


Blessed indeed will be we 


If we lay down our life at 
faith’s altar. | 


Gurcharan Singh ‘Tohra’ 


President 
Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee 
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GURDWARA FATEHGARH SAHIB 
SIRHIND 


Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib, Sirhind commemorates the memory of 
the unique sacrifice made by Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh, 
the younger sons of Guru Gobind Singh, the grand sons of Guru Tegh 
Bahadur, the apples of the eyes of Mata Sundriji and the bright hope of | 
the Panth Khalsa at the altar of the faith. The pages of history reveal the 
sad tale of woe when, during the Sikh-Mughal struggle, Guru Gobind 
Singh evacuated Anandpur Sahib along with his family, and Mata 
Gujariji, the mother of the Guru along with the two aforesaid 
sahibzadas, separated from the main party near the River Sarsa. 
Ultimately they reached village Saheri in Morinda Police Post guided by 
the household servant Gangu who took them first to his house with - 
utmost regard but later on, allured by the sum of money and the 
valuables of the house of the Guru, the holy old mother had taken with 
her, and with the expectations to receive handsome reward from the 
Mughal authorities carried by the members of the family on their heads, © 
the clue of the presence of these innocents was provided by him to the 
Morinda police authorities with the horrible consequences. The infant 
sahibzadas along with their grandmother were taken in custody as soon 
as the report was lodged and despatched to the Central Police Post, 
Sirhind on 24th December, 1704 . The sahibzadas were detained in 
the Thanda Burj, Sirhind on 25th December and were produced in the 
court of Nawab Wazir Khan at Sirhind the next day who most zelously 
persuaded them to accept Islam or face death. They were fully assured 
of all the luxuries and temptations available in this world provided they 
accepted proselytisation. The Nawab addressed the Sahibzadas in a very 
sympathetic tone: ‘We shall be proud to have you within the fold of 
Islam. Recite kalma and we shall extend you a very warm welcome in 
our midst. You can claim anything for the asking.” Albeit infant souls vehemen 
opposed the offer and accepted to embrace death unreluctently. The 
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angelic sahibzadas were deceitfully informed that their father and the 
two brothers had all been put to sword in the battle of Chamkaur and 
their ownplight was virtually hopeless if they did not opt for Islam. 
Zorawar Singh continued, ‘Hear, O Viceroy, I spurn the religion and 
will not part with my own. It health become the custom of our family 
to forfeit life rather than faith. O fool, seekest thou to tempt us with 
worldly ambition? We will never be led astray by the false advantages 
thou offerest. The iddignities inficted by the Turks on our grandfather 
shall be the fire to consume them, and our deaths the wind to fan the 
flam. In this way we shall destroy the Turks without forfeiting our 


holy faith” _ , 


! 
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Historical events depict that the false hopes of worldly comforts 
offered to the determined ones did not yield the desired result cheifly 
owing to the heritage the infants had acquired. Afterall, the sacrifices 
made by Guru Arjan, Guru Tegh Bahadur, Bhai Sati Das and Bhai Mati 
Das would have been recapitulated at that crucial time and passed like a . 
film before the eyes of the innocent children. By _ refusing 
proselytisation, the young sahibzadas evidently showed the world that 
claims of conscience had to be defended at all costs. No fears, no 
threats, no worldly pursuits and no horrors of death could shatter or 
shake the sahibyadas who looked sober, serene and resolute as death 
does not terrify the saintly and innocent dispositions. Holy 
compositions incorporated in Guru Granth Sahib express similar 
ideology about. death: 

Riches, spouse, possessions 
which thou thinkest are thine 
Keep not thy company 


This O’ Nanak is the main truth, 
Know then this 


(Guru Tegh Bahadur) 
Bhagat: Kabir states: 


— Kabir! death horrifies the people 
| of the world 
albeit, gives joy to my mind 
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In a well known prayer of Guru Gobind Singh, the indissoluble link of 
virtue with the use of force is portrayed in an impressive manner. Guru 
Gobind Singh’s ideas about the inevitable death are also reflected: 


May this be your blessing on me 
that I never swerve from good 
deeds. May I fight without fear and 
with confidence in victory. If my 
end comes, may I die fighting on - 
the battle field. 
Historians mostly agree that the young sahibzadas were produced 
in the court of Nawab Wazir Khan on 26th of December, 1704 from 
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Thanda Burj where they were kept in custody and on their refusal to 
accept proselytisation were threatened to be put to death with tortures. 
Tradition holds that the feelings of Nawab Sher Muhammad Khan of 
Malerkotla who happened to be present on the occasion were aroused 
by Nawab Wazir Khan by saying that his brother Nahar Khan and his 
nephew Khizar Khan had been killed in the battle of Chamkaur and 
there was a befitting opportunity to avenge their deaths. Albeit, the 
Nawab of Malerkotla who later on had raised a cry of woe refused to 
indulge in the accursed act which was against the injunctions of Islam. It 
was this attitude of the Nawab of Malerkotla to which the Sikhs under 
Banda Singh Bahadur are said to have reciprocated later on and spared 
i Malerkotla from destruction. Even to this day the Sikhs hold 
Malerkotla in great esteem. 


Notwithstanding the regards, the Nawab of Malerkotla showed for 
the infants, Dewan Sucha Nand is said to have prevailed upon Nawab 
Wazir Khan not to spare the brave with the plea that it was unwise to 
kill a snake and to spare its young ones simply because of the reason 
that cubs are afterall wolves. The evil should be nipped in the bud and 
hence the infants who were sure to bring ruin later on should be 
tortured to death. Nawab Wazir Khan ordered the sahibzadas to be 
bricked alive in a wall, an order which was of tyrannical nature and 
outrightly a barbarous act of the ill-advised authority. 
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Turks.”’ 


The infant sahibzadas were sent to the burj or the cell to be taken to 
the Nawab’s court where again the previous offer was repeated but the 
infants appeared to be quite resolute, firm and attuned with Almighty. 
The wall of bricks and mud was got constructed around the infants on 
28th December. The blood circulation, as explains the tradition, stopped 
when sahibzadas were bricked upto the height of shoulders and in a state 


of semi-consciousness they were taken out, when executioner’s swords 
of whose names are stated to be Shisal Beg and Vishal Beg fell on the 


Sahibzadas; the will of God prevailed and the two noble souls blended 


with the light eternal. The news was conveyed to Mataji by Seth Todar 


Mal. Todar Mal addressed Mata Gujarijij‘'l have made my heart harder 


than a stone, and come to tell thee of the death of thy grand-children. O- 


mother! the light of thine eyes, the support of the world, the life of the 
Sikhs, the darlings of the Guru have been today massacred by the 


On hearing of the tragedy, Mata Gujariji went in meditation and 


breathed her last. Gurdwara Mata Gujariji now marks the old burj 


where the Mata and the sahibzadas were detained. The dead bodies ot 


the three were cremated at the spot where Gurdwara Joti Sarup stands ~ 


today. The last rites were performed by Seth Todar Mall, who 
according to local tradition bought the piece of land for cremation for a 
large number of gold coins. 


In A.D. 1710 a memorial to the cause of the martyrs was raised by 
Banda Singh Bahadur on the ruins of the old city when he attacked 
Sirhind, six long years after this agonised incident. He razed the whole 
of the city to the ground and killed Nawab Wazir Khan. Banda Singh 
named it Fatehgarh after the name of the younger sahibzada Fateh Singh 
and also to perpituate his victory over Sirhind. A Gurdwara was got 
built on the spot during the misl period to eternalize the bravery of the 
heroic sons of mother India and the rest was destined to be done under 
the Phulkian rulers of Patiala. 
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As a matter of fact, Phulkian rulers under whose patronage this 
memorial was got considerably improved and received modern shape, 
had been attached to the house of Guru Nanak right from the days of 
Guru Hargobind who showered blessings on Baba Phul, the very 
founder. of Phulkian States in A.D. 1634. Guru Har Rai also gave his 
blessings in 1646 at Mehraj to the house of Phul. Guru Gobind Singh is 
also said to have been assisted by Chaudhri Rama, one of the sons of 
Baba Phul in the Battle of Bhangani in A.D. 1688. When Banda Singh 
Bahadur came to the Punjab with hukamnamas of the Guru and gathered 
round him a huge gathering to wage a war against the enemies of the 
Sikhs, Rama and Tiloka, the ancestors of the Phulkians sent their men. 
Baba Alah Singh was handed over the area of Sirhind Sarkar by the Dal 
Khalsa unanimously after its conquest in A.D. 1764 from which period it 


became a part and parcel of the Patiala territories. Baba Alah Singh in | 


collaboration with the other chiefs laid the foundation of Gurdwara 
Fatehgarh Sahib at the place where the Mughal fort stood. The cold 
tower called Thanda Burj where the sahibzadas were detained and Mata 
Gujariji had expired after hearing the news of the martyrdom of her 
erandsons was allowed to remain undamaged by way of reminiscence of 
the occursed event in the history of the Punjab. 
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Maharaja Karam Singh of Patiala (1813-45) worked out a plan to 
build a splendid Gurdwara in A.D. 1813 along with a community 
kitchen or a langar to perpetuate the memory of the martyrs albeit, it 
was Maharaja Narendra Singh (1845-62) who was destined to finalize 
the scheme due to the demise of his predecessor. The later rulers of 
Patiala State also contributed towards improving the precincts of the 
Gurdwara and its site. Maharaja Bhupendra Singh of Patiala during his 
reign approved of the instalation of Guru Granth Sahib on Manji Sahib 
contrary to the old practice of placing weapons as relics on it which 
practice continued upto A.D. 1924. The administration of the 
Gurdwara in the beginning remained in the hands of the priests for 
years together. Thinking that the functions were not satisfactorily 
performed, a committee was deputed for suggesting improvements in 
A.D. 1906. But no progress was ultimately noticed thereafter. 
Consequently, Maharaja Yadvendra Singh in consultation with Prime 
Minister General Gurdial Singh Harika formed an Improvement 
Committee in A.D. 1944 and the work done by it gave the Gurdwara a 
fascinating look. A meeting of the Improvement Committee consisting of 
the Sikh Chiefs and the intelligentsia was held on 4th October, 1944. 
with important dignitaries of the area. Glimpses of Fatehgarh Sahib 
History’ published by the Improvement Committee Gurdwara Sri 
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Fatehgarh and Joti Sarup Sahib throws valuable light on various 
measures undertaken for the construction and improvement of the 
Gurdwaras Fatehgarh Sahib and Joti Sarup. According to it, 13-14 
select dignitaries were present in the aforesaid meeting which included 
significant members of Patiala Darbar namely Bhai Sahib Bhai Arjan 
Singh Bagarian, Sardar Wasakha Singh etc. Under the Chairmanship of 
Sardar Hardit Singh Malik, the then Prime Minister of Patiala State, the 
Committee resolved that a new building, sarover, or a tank of nectar, a 
college, a school etc. be got constructed in an elegant style. An 
Improvement Committee for Gurdwaras Fatehgarh Sahib and Joti 
Sarup was thus formed and a handsome amount of money was donated 
by some of the members of the Committee in the beginning and later on 
money was contributed most devotedly which is a characteristic of Sikh 
sangats. Maharaja Yadvendra Singh of Patiala donated a sum of five lac 
rupees for the new building of the Gurdwara. 


The second meeting of the Committee was held on 10th 
December A.D. 1944 wherein it was resolved that the plan prepared be 
displayed on the eve of the Shahidi Jor Mela. Sardar Bachittar Singh 
Harika devotedly served the cause of the Gurdwaras. In collaboration 
with Giani Thakar Singh, the first annual Shahidi Jor Mela was arranged 
inorder co commemorate the death anniversary of the Sahibzadas. A 
free kitchen was organised on the occasion. The tradition of celebrating 
the historic day of the martyrdom continues till today. 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@ gmail.com 


{ 
{ 
i 
| 


Baba Zorawar Singh Fateb Singh Public School 
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Sikh sangats made sustained efforts to give grandeur to the building 
of the Gurdwara at times. Sardar Gurdial Singh Harika served as Vice- 
Chairman of the Building Committee for his devotion and enthusiasm. 
He contributed towards the construction of Darshani Deorhi and 
adjoining rooms of the Gurdwara with the funds collected largely from 
the military personnels. Maharaja Yadvendra Singh performed the 
inauguration of this building on 27th December, 1953. An inscription 
on the front side of the deorhi reads: 


~ 


Darshani Deorhi di amarat General Gurdial Singh 
Harika de rahin faujian passon ik lakh rupai 
(1,00,000/-) di ugrahi nal Baba Khem Singh Bedi 
Hon Skatar te Engineer di nigrani heth bani... 
Darsshani Deorhi di chath di rasam Sri Hazur 
Maharaja Yadvendra Singh ji Patleshwar ne 27 
December 1953 nu keeti. | 
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Sant Jaimal Singh Bhuriwale supervised much of the construction 
work at one stage. The domes were got erected with bricks. Some gold 
plating work was also undertaken with much devotion. 


The work of construction and improvement of the main Gurdwara 
and those around it has been undertaken from time to time. The co- 
operation of the Santji of Sampli village also deserves mention here. 
Sant Baba Harbans Singh’s name for the seva or social service of the 
outer perkarma, Dewan Todar Mal Hall with the initiative’ of the sangats 
and a beautiful sarai or inn providing pretty good accomodation to the 
pilgrims under the auspices of the Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak 
Committee also deserves to be high lighted. 


Gurdwaras within and around Fatehgarh Sahib are the 


reminiscences of the historic past of the Sikhs whose heritage consists 
of sacrifices and martyrdoms. 
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GURDWARAS WITHIN THE HOLY 
PRECINCTS 

OF 7 

FATEHGARH SAHIB 


Gurdwara Bhora Sahib 


Gurdwara Bhora Sahib stands within the holy precincts of 
Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib which immortalises the martyrdom of the 
two younger Sahibyadas of Guru Gobind Singh, namely Sahibzada 
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh, being the place where the 
Sahibzadas were bricked alive in the wall. During his reign, Maharaja 
Rajendra Singh of Patiala got constructed a Gurdwara at this historic 
place and Raja Gurdit Singh of Chetgarh is said to have made 
enthusiastic attempts to get the holy shrine repaired and renovated. It 
was in the year 1944 that the historic monument received its present 
design and style. The efforts of the sangats for the maintenance of the 
shrine with which the past of the Sikhs is attached are legendary. 


| ’ 
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Burj Mata Gujariji | 

Burj Mata Gujariji known as Thanda Burj or cold tower stands 
today within the holy precincts of Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib in the 
shape of a grand Gurdwara to the East-West. It was destr destroyed during the 
Sikh-Afghan struggle in the eighteenth century. Albeit, later on a holy 
shrine was erected near the tower. 


Pages of history reveal the unfortunate times when Sahibzadas 
Zorawar Singh and Fateh Singh along with their grandmother Mata 
Gujariji had been detained there delibrately at the cold place in the 
months of December-January for physical torture and it was from there 
that the Sahibzadas had been appearing in the court of Nawab Wazir 
Khan after receiving blessings from Mata Gujariji. It was here at the 
Thanda Burj that the news of the torture and execution of the Sahibzadas 
was received by Mata Gujariji. This historic place solemnises and 
eternalises the greatest human sacrifice of the innocent souls at the altar 


of the faith. 
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Gurdwara Shahid Ganj 


Gurdwara Shahid Ganj situated within the inner circumembulation 
of Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib is the reminiscence of a great historic 
event when during Banda Singh Bahadur’s time six thousand Singhs 
sacrificed their lives in the battle field after showing gallantry during the 
Sikh-Mughal struggle in A.D 1711. Their. dead bodies having been 


cremated there, the place is known as Shahid Ganj. 
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Gurdwara Bibangarh Sahib 


Standing in the East of Gurdwara Fatehgarh Sahib at a distance of 
about half a furlong, this historic shrine perpetuates the memory of the 
last journey of the two beloved sons of Guru Gobind Singh, Sahibzada 
Zorawar Singh and Sahibzada Fateh Singh along with their grandmother 
Mata Gujariji. Their dead bodies were kept at the place where a small 
room has been got erected now. Sri Guru Granth Sahib has been placed 
and is recited there according to Sikh maryada. 
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Gurdwara Joti Sarup 


The cremation of the two Sahibzadas, Zorawar Singh and Fateh 
Singh along with their grandmother, Mata Gurjariji took place here at 
the place where Gurdwara Joti Sarup stands erected on Sirhind- 
Chandigarh Road about one and half kilometers from Gurdwara 
Fatehgarh Sahib. There is a local tradition that Maharaja Karam Singh 
in a dream received an inkling about the lying of the last remains of the 
Sahibzadas and Mata Gujariji at this place whence in A.D. 1845 he got 
built one storeyed pacca memorial and started a free kitchen (langar) at 
this place. He performed an ardasa of some land for the Gurdwara to 
perpetuate the sacred memory of the Sahibzadas and Mataji. Mata 
Gujariji’s memorial was got built towards the East in the outer 


precincts. Later on, two storeys of the Gurdwara were got constructed. | 


A sarover or a tank of nectar has also been provided with the voluntary 
contributions which is a characteristic of the sangats. 


The Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee has played a 
vital role in keeping up the magnanimity of those gurdwaras. 
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